
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. Why is the District proposing the change to synthetic turf? 

a. Use of the existing grass field is limited due to its ability to recover from inclement 

weather. A rain-soaked grass field simply does not dry out as quickly as a synthetic field 

can, resulting in muddy conditions that only become further exacerbated by ongoing 

usage. Our athletic field needs to be available for regular and repeated use, not only for 

football, but also for soccer, lacrosse, physical education classes and community events. 

A multi-use synthetic turf field would provide our students and athletes with more 

playing time, and effectively eliminate our need to seek outside facilities to host practices 

and events as we have in the past. Over time a turf field would decrease the amount of 

time and money spent on maintaining the field, meaning those resources could be 

allocated to different parts of the school. Turf fields are also more durable than grass and 

have a life expectancy of 15-20 years. 

 

2. What is the benefit of synthetic turf? 

a. Turf fields have many benefits for a school district.  Dryden is currently one of a small 

number of B schools that does not have a synthetic turf field. The majority of schools 

larger than Dryden and several schools smaller than us also already have turf fields, 

making our district a great candidate for the upgrade. 

Based on broad research and discussions with other school Districts the Board of 

Education has learned about the benefits in having synthetic turf.  Below is a list of clear 

benefits to Dryden upgrading to synthetic turf for the stadium field.  

i. An ability to increase usage of the stadium field from 20 events per year to over 

hundreds of events per year 

ii. Decreased wear and tear on the stadium field, despite increase usage 

iii. Spring sports get outside earlier (spring teams usually practice in the gym for 3-4 

weeks until the snow melts and the fields dry) 

iv. Decreased routine maintenance costs/time (mowing/striping/irrigation, etc.) 

v. HS/MS Physical Education classes can be outside for more of the school year  

vi. The playing surface quality is better than grass and it has the potential to decrease 

non-contact injuries  

vii. Community pride/District desirability  

 

3. Is synthetic turf safe? ***(the links are already embedded in this document)*** 

a. More than 50 independent and credible studies from groups such as the U.S. Consumer 

Product Safety Commission, and statewide governmental agencies such as the New 

York State Department of Environmental Conservation, New York State 

Department of Health and the California Environmental Protection Agency, have 

validated the safety of synthetic turf.  
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4. Why is this project important? 

a. The project is necessary to address renovations necessary to provide our students with the 

best physical education programs and alleviate drainage/maintenance issues during the 

year. Improving the field will extend the life of the District’s athletics fields and this 

project will focus on increasing students’ health and safety on the campus. 

 

5. How will this project affect my child’s school experience? 

a. In an effort to reduce impacts to the educational calendar to the greatest extent possible, 

the majority of construction will occur during the 2020 summer months. Construction 

may extend into the fall 2020 season and in that case, fall sports will be relocated to a 

neighboring facility. The completed project will extend your students outdoor physical 

education and sports time as well as increase their safety while on the field.  

 


